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Confirmed speakers: 
 

Lucy Mortimer, partner, Archipelago Eco Investors 

Justin Guest, partner, Archipelago Eco Investors 

Katherine Ogundiya, sustainable and thematic research, Barclays  

Malin Ljung Eiborn, executve vice president sustainability, Billerudkorsnas 

Rafael Seixas, membership manager, Bonsucro  

Marco Jansen, director of circular economy and sustainability, Braskem  

Barry Turner, director of plastics and flexible packaging, British Plastics Federation 

Michel  Steinecke, R&D sustainable packaging manager, Britvic 

Kate Daly, managing director, Closed Loop Partners  

Hannah Friedman, Venture Investment Associate, Closed Loop Partners  

Joe Franses, vice president, sustainability, Coca-Cola European Partners  

Debbie Winton, research manager, plastic pollution and impact, Earthwatch Europe 

Werner Bosmans, directorate general environment, European Commission   

Trine Pondal, sustainability and social responsibility manager, Flying Tiger Copenhagen  

John Hocevar, ocean campaigns director, Greenpeace 

Erik Troelsen, director, packaging design and procurement, HP 

Jeroen Kelder, partner, Infinity Recycling  

Nick Cliffe, deputy challenge director, Innovate UK 

Gian de Belder, technical director, packaging sustainability, P&G 

Archana Jagannathan, senior sustainable packaging director, PepsiCo 

Gabriel Thoumi, director, Planet Tracker  

Gemma James, head of environmental issues, Principles for Responsible Investment  

Daniël Poolen, sustainability researcher and expert in plastics, Rabobank 

Peter van der Werf, senior engagement specialist, Robeco  

Patrick, Bürgi, innovation director and co-founder, South Pole  

Tony Kingsbury, director of sustainability, EMEA, The Dow Chemical Company  

Adwoa Coleman, Africa sustainability and advocacy manager, packaging and specialty plastics, The Dow Chemical Company  

Julie Ntsekhe, risk and environmental sustainability director, Tiger Brands  

Tato Bigio, co-founder and CEO, UBQ Materials 

Marika Lindstrom, vice president, packaging procurement, Unilever  

Pauline Metivier, Innovation Manager, Veolia  

Andrew Murray, Sustainable Business, Vodafone Group, Vodafone 

John Kotlarczyk, senior director, CSR and waste reduction, Walgreens Boots Alliance 

Ceris Turner-Bailes, chief executive, WasteAid 

Richard Swannell, director, WRAP 
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Throughout the conference, we will progress through themed days, moving from ‘strategy and policy’, to 

‘management, engagement and technology’ and finally ‘collaboration and scale’. Four topic streams run 

throughout the forum to ensure focused and effective content delivery: internal processes and 

engagement, innovation and new materials, financing change and consumer insights 

 

Tuesday 20th October – Strategy and policy 
On the opening afternoon of the conference, we’ll bring together business representatives with the 

relevant policy makers, from within the EU and national governments. We plan for interactive dialogue 

between all relevant parties. Business will be able to highlight their key priorities and to understand the 

latest developments across the relevant directives and legislation.  
 

13.00-13.45 Overall picture: Insight into EU Green Deal, single use plastic directive and EPR guidelines 

 

The EU Green Deal aims to establish a low-carbon economy, whilst simultaneously ensuring that society 

prospers by considering public health, living wage and much more. By 2050, the aim is to be ‘climate-

neutral’. 
 

In this session, we will cover the legislative landscape within the EU, focusing on how the EU Green Deal 

will impact plastics use and applications for business. Key areas of business concern include: 
 

• How will recycled content policies boost the recycling industry? 

• Enhancing material value – collecting resources post-use 

• How can business design products and packaging for compliance by reusing and recycling 
materials? 

 

Werner Bosmans, directorate general environment, European Commission 
 

Moderator: Toby Webb, founder, Innovation Forum  

 

13.45-14.00 Break 

 

14.00-15.00 Incentive into opportunity? How leading businesses can respond to the regulatory agenda 

 

The introduction of new environmental legislation, such as SUP Directive, can lead companies to radically 

change material source and manufacture, and alter how they operate. For example, the upcoming ban on 

plastic straws in the UK has led to leading brands to switch to paper alternatives or cutting them out 

completely. Whilst there have been hurdles to overcome, there are also opportunities to derive tangible 

value from making such changes. 
 

In this strategy session we will ask leading brands to discuss their responses to the changing regulatory 

environment, and how they approach incorporating it into strategy and turning it into opportunity. 
 

Andrew Murray, sustainable business, Vodafone  

Tony Kingsbury, director of sustainability, EMEA, The Dow Chemical Company 

Pauline Metivier, innovation manager, Veolia 
 

Moderator: Ian Welsh, publishing director, Innovation Forum 

 

15.00-15.15 Break  
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15.15-16.00 Group networking 

During group networking sessions, attendees are placed in small groups for more relaxed, informal 
networking. Groups are rotated so you have the chance to meet a variety of people and leave with fresh 
connections and potential partners. Attendees can then schedule longer, private meetings with the 
connections you make during the session.  
 

 

 

Wednesday 21st October – Management, engagement and technology 
 

The first full conference day will cover the key drivers for change and the business response. We will focus 

specifically on internal processes and alignment; innovation and new materials; consumer pressures and 

engagement; and the right mechanisms to finance change.  

 

9.00-9.45 Unilever Q&A: Embedding circular economy principles into procurement and sourcing  

In this opening session, we’ll be joined by Marika Lindstrom, vice president of packaging procurement at 

Unilever. We’ll discuss how the company is building circular economy principles into its procurement 

processes and touching on the company’s new Clean Future strategy. The audience are also able to submit 

questions during this session for Marika to answer live.  

Marika Lindstrom, vice president, packaging procurement, Unilever 

Moderator: Toby Webb, founder, Innovation Forum 

 

9.45-10.00 Break 

 

10.00-10.45 Plastics targets: What is required for companies to reach their 2025 commitments? 

  

Following the 2018 launch of the Ellen MacArthur Foundation’s New Plastics Economy Global 

Commitment, some of the biggest brands in the world have pledged to significantly reduce the amount of 

virgin plastics in their products by 2025, whilst others have vowed to ditch it altogether. 

 

However, this is easier said than done. The practicalities of sourcing new materials, redesigning packaging, 

adopting new business models and simultaneously getting consumers on board is complex. 

 

In this session, we will highlight the real-world challenges faced by business and assess some of the 

solutions to implementing ambitious 2025 plastics targets. We will discuss the methods in place to make 

meeting commitments a reality. 

Joe Franses, vice president, sustainability, Coca-Cola European Partners 

Erik Troelsen, director, packaging design and procurement, HP 

Archana Jagannathan, senior sustainable packaging director, PepsiCo 

 

Moderator: Ian Welsh, publishing director, Innovation Forum 

 

10.45-11.00 Break 
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11.00-11.45 Breakout sessions 
 

Innovation & new materials   Financing change  Consumer insights 

Bio-based plastics: How viable, 
scalable, sustainable, and 
affordable are they? 
 
 
Tato Bigio, Co-founder and CEO, UBQ 
Materials  
 
Rafael Seixas, membership manager, 
Bonsucro 
 
Moderator: Ian Welsh, publishing 
director, Innovation Forum 

The Plastic Action Fund: 
connecting the private sector to 
plastic action on the ground 
 
Patrick Bürgi, Innovation Director & Co-
founder, South Pole 
 
Adwoa Coleman, Africa sustainability 
and advocacy manager, packaging and 
specialty plastics, The Dow Chemical 
Company 
 
Julianne Baroody, director, standards 
development, 3R Initiative 
Representative  
 
Moderator: Toby Webb, founder, 
Innovation Forum 

Consumer drivers: Where are 
we now and what’s on the 
horizon? 
 
John Hocevar, ocean campaigns 
director, Greenpeace 

 
Debbie Winton, research manager, 
plastic pollution and impact, 
Earthwatch Europe 

 
Open conversation 

 

11.45-12.00 Break 

 

12.00-12.40 Speed networking 
No need to hang around the coffee cart to begin making connections - virtual speed networking provide attendees 

with the opportunity for a series of quick-fire 1:1 meetings. Often the highlight of our virtual events, you will have the 

opportunity to meet a range of attendees within a short amount of time. Attendees can then schedule longer, private 

meetings with the connections you make during the session.  

 

12.40-13.00 Break  

 

13.00-14.00 Working groups 
Working groups are structured to enable a face-to-face dialogue and ensure practical problem solving around key 

issues. All attendees join intimate, multi-way calls to ensure engagement. Expert facilitators then lead an in-depth 

discussion with everyone in the ‘room’. We will look to draw on the variety of expertise to work through specific 

problems and deliver tangible outcomes.  
 

Internal processes & engagement Financing change Consumer insights 

Product design: Transforming 
packaging, whilst maintaining 
competitive advantage 
 
David Clark, vice president sustainability, 
Amcor  
 
Moderator: Ian Welsh, publishing 
director, Innovation Forum 

Financing start-ups and 
innovators: What are impact 
investors doing to plug the 
funding gap? 
 
Lucy Mortimer, partner,  
Archipelago Eco Investors 
 
Justin Guest, partner, Archipelago Eco 
Investors 
 
Moderator: Toby Webb, founder, 
Innovation Forum 

Do current programs really lead 
to sustained behaviour change at 
the checkout and post-use?   
 
Julie Ntsekhe 
Risk and Environmental Sustainability 
Director, Tiger Brands 
 
Moderator: Thomas Lyon, faculty 
director, Erb Institute 

 

14.00-14.15 Break 
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14.15-15.00 Breakout sessions 

 

Internal processes & 
engagement 

Innovation & new materials Financing change 

Selecting materials: Navigating 
conflicting data 
 
Michel Steinecke, R&D sustainable 
packaging manager, Britvic  
 
Moderator: Debbie Winton, research 
manager, plastic pollution and impact, 
Earthwatch Europe 
 

Chemical recycling: The latest 
progress and innovation in 
deriving value from post-
consumer waste  
 
Marco Jansen, circular economy 
director, Braskem 
 
Daniël Poolen, sustainability researcher 
and expert in plastics, Rabobank 
 
Moderator: Toby Webb, founder, 
Innovation Forum 

Big finance: What do investors 
expect of brands on plastics?   
 
Katherine Ogundiya, sustainable and 
thematic research, Barclays 
 
Gemma James, head of environmental 
issues, PRI 
 
Gabriel Thoumi, director of financial 
markets, Planet Tracker   

 
Moderator: Ian Welsh, publishing 
director, Innovation Forum 

 

15.00-15.15 Break  

 

15.15-16.00 Barriers to change: What is required for circular programs to reach scale? 

 

A circular economy for plastics offers a root cause solution to plastic pollution. However, many programs 

operate in silos and struggle to reach the scale required to create real, transformational change.  

 

This session will identify the barriers to circularity, assess where companies have seen success so far and 

highlight the practical steps to bring scale to existing programs. We’ll take a look at some best practices 

and reflect on the most effective ways to meet ambitious but essential targets. 

 

Aline Casagrande, circular packaging global director, AB InBev 

Peter van der Werf, senior engagement specialist, Robeco 

Ceris Turner-Bailes, chief executive, WasteAid 

 

Moderator: Ian Welsh, publishing director, Innovation Forum 

 

16.15-17.00 Speed networking 
No need to hang around the coffee cart to begin making connections - virtual speed networking provide attendees 

with the opportunity for a series of quick-fire 1:1 meetings. Often the highlight of our virtual events, you will have the 

opportunity to meet a range of attendees within a short amount of time. Attendees can then schedule longer, private 

meetings with the connections you make during the session.  
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Thursday 22nd October – Collaboration and scale 

 

On this final day, we’ll bring together a range of key stakeholders to consider some potential solutions and 

discuss how programs can be scaled up. We’ll assess the role of collaboration, and how to actually make 

this work in practice.  

 

9.30-10.15 Pre-competitive collaboration: What does collaboration actually look like in practice? What is 

needed for it to truly happen at scale? 

 

Companies are under pressure to achieve ambitious sustainability goals in a short space of time. To achieve 

these goals, companies must work together to determine and implement effective industry wide solutions.  

    

In this session, we will focus on practical steps to creating effective partnerships and how to co-operate to 

meet sustainability goals. We will look at examples of cross-sector collaboration and understand how 

various actors can share learnings and leverage power to effect change. 

 

Gian de Belder, technical director, packaging sustainability, Procter & Gamble 

Richard Swannell, director, WRAP global, WRAP 

 

Moderator: Ian Welsh, publishing director, Innovation Forum 

 

10.15-10.30 Break 

 

10.30-11.30 Working groups 
Working groups are structured to enable a face-to-face dialogue and ensure practical problem solving around key 

issues. All attendees join intimate, multi-way calls to ensure engagement. Expert facilitators then lead an in-depth 

discussion with everyone in the ‘room’. We will look to draw on the variety of expertise to work through specific 

problems and deliver tangible outcomes.  

 

Real world, practical examples how industry partnerships can deliver 

How can we boost the market 
for recycled materials? 
 
Julie Ntsekhe, risk and environmental 
sustainability director, Tiger Brands 
 
Jeroen Kelder, partner, Infinity 
Recycling 

 
Moderator: TBC 

How are brands going plastic-
free? 
 
Malin Ljung Eiborn, executive vice 
president sustainability, 
Billerudkorsnas  

 
Moderator: Ian Welsh, publishing 
director, Innovation Forum 

Re-use: What can work to 
engage and enable consumers? 
 
John Kotlarczyk, senior director, CSR and 
waste reduction, Walgreens Boots 
Alliance 
 
Moderator: Toby Webb, founder, 
Innovation Forum 

 

11.30-12.00 Break  

 

12.00-12.45 Speed networking 
No need to hang around the coffee cart to begin making connections - virtual speed networking provide attendees 

with the opportunity for a series of quick-fire 1:1 meetings. Often the highlight of our virtual events, you will have the 

opportunity to meet a range of attendees within a short amount of time. Attendees can then schedule longer, private 

meetings with the connections you make during the session.  
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12.45-13.00 Break  

 

13.00-13.45 How will the retail environment change for consumers by 2025? 
 

In the past months, we have seen a shift in the way consumers are operating. From increased online sales, 

to shopping in bulk, we will look at how today’s global pandemic will affect tomorrow’s retail environment. 
 

In conjunction with the effect of the virus, we will consider the up-take of plastic-free aisles, deposit 

schemes, refill points and other emerging trends that will impact consumer purchases in the next five 

years. 
 

John Kotlarczyk, senior director, CSR and waste reduction, Walgreens Boots Alliance 

Trine Pondal, sustainability and social responsibility manager, Flying Tiger Copenhagen 
 

Moderator: Toby Webb, founder, Innovation Forum 

 

13.45-14.00 Break 

 

14.00-15.00 Plastics Innovation Award: The technology and innovations set to disrupt the industry  

Innovation in plastic waste avoidance and recycling is advancing at great pace, in both the number of 

available technologies, processes and applications, and the maturity of these technologies. To that extent, 

welcome to the final of the Plastics Innovation Award! 
 

During this session, the finalists (who have been shortlisted by our panel of investors) will present their 

innovations to the judging panel. Our investor judges will question the viability of their technologies, their 

plans for development of the business, and the strength of the management company before deciding on a 

winner. The audience will also be able to question each participant and vote for who they think should win.  
 

Finalists to be announced 
 

Dragons 

Lucy Mortimer, partner, Archipelago Eco Investors 

Nick Cliffe, deputy challenge director, Innovate UK 

Hannah Friedman, venture investment associate, Closed Loop Partners  
 

Moderator: Toby Webb, founder, Innovation Forum 

 

15.00-15.15 Wrap up and summary  

 

Ian Welsh, publishing director, Innovation Forum 
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